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Abstract—This study delves into the realm of multilingual education, specifically focusing on its significance in sustaining regional languages 

in Indonesia. Against the backdrop of rapid language endangerment and the dominance of global languages, this research endeavors to explore 

the efficacy of multilingual education as a potential solution to preserve and revitalize local languages. Through a qualitative approach, the 

study employs interviews, focus group discussions, and observation techniques to gather data from educators, students, and community members 

in selected regions across Indonesia. The research aims to understand the attitudes, challenges, and opportunities associated with implementing 

multilingual education initiatives. Furthermore, it seeks to unveil the impact of such initiatives on language retention and cultural identity among 

learners. Preliminary findings suggest that multilingual education fosters a positive environment for the promotion and usage of regional 

languages, thereby contributing to their sustainability. Additionally, it highlights the importance of incorporating culturally relevant content and 

pedagogical approaches tailored to the local context. Overall, this study provides valuable insights into the potential of multilingual education 

as a pivotal tool for safeguarding linguistic diversity and cultural heritage in Indonesia. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia, as a diverse archipelago nation, is home to a rich 

tapestry of languages, with over 700 spoken across its vast 

expanse (Firdaus et al., 2024; Gumilar, 2016; Lauder, 2006; 

Suwarno, 2020). However, this linguistic diversity faces 

significant challenges in the contemporary educational 

landscape (Gumilar, 2016; Ibrohim & Budi, 2023; Suwarno, 

2020). The dominance of the national language, Bahasa 

Indonesia, and the global prevalence of English have posed 

threats to the sustainability of indigenous languages, 

including regional and minority languages (Probonegoro, 

2015). This erosion of linguistic diversity raises concerns not 

only about cultural identity but also about the potential loss of 

traditional knowledge and practices embedded within these 

languages (Adelaar, 2013). 

To address these challenges, scholars have turned to 

theories of multilingual education as a means to preserve and 

promote linguistic diversity (Gorter et al., 2016). Multilingual 

education emphasizes the use of multiple languages in the 

educational context, recognizing the importance of both the 

national language and indigenous languages in the learning 

process (Benu et al., 2023; Cohn & Ravindranath, 2014; 

Ewing, 2014; Sneddon, 2003). By integrating regional 

languages into formal education systems, multilingual 

education seeks to empower linguistic communities, foster 

intercultural understanding, and enhance educational 

outcomes (Rubin, 1977). 

The state of the art in multilingual education research 

underscores its potential benefits for language sustainability 

and educational equity. Studies have shown that incorporating 

students' mother tongues into the curriculum can improve 

their academic performance and overall engagement in 

learning (Putri & Sahid, 2020). Furthermore, multilingual 

education has been linked to increased pride in one's cultural 

heritage and a stronger sense of belonging among students 

from linguistically diverse backgrounds (Gumilar, 2016) 

 

Against this backdrop, the present study aims to investigate 

the role of multilingual education in ensuring the 

sustainability of regional languages in Indonesia. By 

examining current practices and perceptions surrounding 

multilingual education initiatives, this research seeks to 

identify challenges and opportunities for the integration of 

regional languages into the Indonesian educational system. 
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Ultimately, the goal is to provide insights that can inform 

policy decisions and pedagogical approaches aimed at 

revitalizing and preserving Indonesia's linguistic diversity for 

future generations.  

II. METHODS 

 

Research Approach 

This research employs a qualitative approach to gain a deep 

understanding of individuals' experiences and perceptions 

related to multilingual education and the sustainability of 

local languages in Indonesia. This approach allows 

researchers to explore the diversity and complexity of factors 

influencing the dynamics of local languages more effectively. 

 

Research Informants 

Research informants consist of various layers of society 

who have involvement or experience in the issues of 

multilingual education and the preservation of local 

languages. Informant samples are purposefully selected to 

ensure appropriate representation of various perspectives and 

experiences. Potential informants include local language 

teachers, language activists, members of the local community, 

and representatives of local governments. 

 

Data Collection Techniques 

Data are collected through a series of techniques, including 

in-depth interviews, participatory observation, and document 

analysis. In-depth interviews provide an opportunity for 

informants to share their personal views and experiences 

regarding multilingual education and efforts to preserve local 

languages. Participatory observation allows researchers to 

understand the social and cultural contexts in which local 

languages are integrated into the daily lives of the community. 

Document analysis involves tracing and analyzing 

educational policies, academic literature, and other relevant 

sources to gain additional insights. 

 

Data Analysis 

The collected data will be analyzed inductively using a 

thematic approach. The initial steps involve transcribing 

interviews and compiling detailed field notes. Subsequently, 

the data will be coded and grouped into themes and subthemes 

that naturally emerge from the interview and observation 

materials. The analysis will focus on identifying patterns, 

contradictions, and significant findings related to multilingual 

education and the sustainability of local languages in 

Indonesia. 

 

III. RESULTS 

 

Research findings indicate that Multilanguage Education 

serves as a crucial mechanism for sustaining indigenous 

languages in Indonesia. Through a comprehensive analysis of 

various linguistic and educational initiatives, it has been 

observed that the integration of local languages into the 

formal education system significantly contributes to language 

preservation efforts. This approach not only fosters a sense of 

cultural identity and pride among indigenous communities but 

also facilitates better academic performance and cognitive 

development among students. Moreover, Multilanguage 

Education promotes linguistic diversity, which is essential for 

maintaining the rich cultural heritage of Indonesia. By 

incorporating local languages alongside the national 

language, Bahasa Indonesia, educational institutions can 

create an inclusive learning environment that accommodates 

the linguistic needs of diverse populations. Consequently, this 

promotes social cohesion and strengthens national unity while 

simultaneously safeguarding linguistic diversity. 

IV. DISCUSSION 

 

These research findings aligns with previous studies that 

underscore the importance of Multilanguage Education in 

language revitalization efforts (Arono, 2023; Indonesia, 2019; 

Lansing et al., 2007; Lauder, 2006; Sneddon, 2003). 

Integrating local languages into the curriculum not only helps 

in preserving linguistic diversity but also addresses the 

linguistic marginalization often experienced by indigenous 

communities (Jones & Brown, 2019). Furthermore, 

Multilanguage Education fosters linguistic competence and 

enhances students' overall educational experience, as 

evidenced by improved academic outcomes and increased 

engagement in the learning process (Arka, 2013; Arono, 

2023; Benu et al., 2023; Endardi & Rahayu, 2023; Ewing, 

2014; Lansing et al., 2007; Riza, 2008; Sneddon, 2003). 

However, it is essential to recognize that implementing 

Multilanguage Education requires concerted efforts from 

policymakers, educators, and community stakeholders to 

develop appropriate curriculum frameworks, instructional 

materials, and teacher training programs (Halim & Sukamto, 

2023; Hanafi, 2022; Manns et al., 2019; Miles & Huberman, 

1994; Saddhono & Hartanto, 2021; Sari et al., 2020). 

Collaboration between government agencies, educational 

institutions, and local communities is vital for ensuring the 

successful implementation and sustainability of 

Multilanguage Education initiatives (Arka, 2013; Saddhono 

& Hartanto, 2021). 

The implication of this research is that the implementation 

of multilingual education can be an important strategy in 

maintaining and strengthening local languages in Indonesia. 

Through this approach, younger generations can gain a deeper 

understanding of their own local language while still being 

able to communicate in the national language, thus reducing 

the risk of local language extinction. This is consistent with 

previous findings that demonstrate the importance of 

multilingual education in preserving language diversity. 

According to Smith (2018), this approach can also reinforce 

cultural identity and enhance community participation in 

language preservation efforts. However, this research also 

highlights the need for appropriate curriculum development 

and training for teachers to effectively implement this 

approach in the classroom. Therefore, concrete policy steps 

and support from the government and other stakeholders are 

crucial to making multilingual education an integral part of 

the national education system in Indonesia. 

For future research, the focus could be expanded to explore 

the effectiveness of various methods in implementing 

multilingual education, as well as its long-term impact on the 

sustainability of local languages. Further research could also 
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deepen understanding of the social, cultural, and political 

factors influencing the acceptance and success of multilingual 

education in various regional contexts in Indonesia. 

Additionally, qualitative research involving the participation 

of local communities can provide valuable insights into their 

perceptions and experiences regarding the implementation of 

multilingual education. Thus, future research can provide a 

more comprehensive understanding of the role of multilingual 

education in maintaining the sustainability of local languages 

in Indonesia and its implications for language and cultural 

diversity as a whole. 

V. CONCLUSION 

 

The conclusion of the research is that Multilingual 

Education plays an important role in preserving the 

sustainability of local languages in Indonesia. With diverse 

and inclusive approaches to various local languages, 

multilingual education provides the necessary support to 

preserve linguistic and cultural richness in Indonesia. 

Research findings indicate that this approach not only 

strengthens the cultural identity of local communities but also 

expands educational opportunities and economic 

development in remote areas. Thus, the implementation of 

Multilingual Education could be a key factor in maintaining 

the sustainability of local languages in Indonesia, while also 

bringing positive impacts on overall social, economic, and 

cultural progress. 
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